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Summary

) These sixty-six species of fungi in twenty-three genera found
in the soils of the vicinity of Peiping are similar to those found
in t.he soils of the occidental world. The results indicate that
species of Aspergillus and of Pencillium constitute the prevailing
fupgous flora in all soils. Trichoderma, Fusarium, Rhizopus,
Gliocladium, Hormodendrum, Acrostallagmus and Mucor have
occurred in certain soils repeatedly. These facts confirm the
statement given by Waksman (1927) that Pencillium, Fusarium.
M ucor, Aspergillus and Rhizopus are the most common genera of
fungi found in soil, both in number of species and in frequency of
occurrence. The present results also agree with Russell’s state-
ment (1923) that ultivated garden soils contain all forms of fungi
and most soil forms belong to the Fungi tmperfecti except Cunning-
hamella, Mucor, and Rhizopus. Since fungi in soils are not limited
!:o any particular depth and since this study is by no means
_mclusnve, the variety of forms found at a depth of two to four
mche;hr'na‘;r be taken as representatives of the soils.

is investigation was carried out under the auspie
P.U.M.C. through the kindness of Dr. C. E. Lim who mgd:sp::simz
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METHODS AND MATERIALS OF CHINESE TABLE
PLANT CULTURE *

By F. A. McCLURE
Professor of Economic Botany, Lingnan University.

We are hearing and reading a good deal lately in the United
States about so-called Dish Gardens. These consist chiefly of
miniature landscapes developed in bowls or flat dishes by the use
of small or dwarfed plants, seedlings, and often with the admixture
of artificial plants and toy structures, persons and animals. They
constitute really a rather belated imitation of an art which has long
since reached a very high state of development in the Orient,
particularly in China where it no doubt originated, and in Japan
where it has been in some instances rather highly modernized. In
the latter country various schools of this art have appeared since
it was introduced from China by Buddhist missionaries in the sixth
century. These have developed different techniques and use some-
what different materials, each achieving results or types of pro-
ductions which have received various distinctive names. Anyone
interested in the subject can get a fairly adequate idea of this art
and its productions in Japan by referring to the Encyclopedia
Britannica under the headings Bon-sai, Bon-seki, Bon-kei, Bon-tei,
Hako-nina and Ike-bana.

In China, ornamental gardening has developed largely along
the line of miniature or greatly reduced idealizations of natural
‘scenery. The extreme limitations of space imposed upon the
average Chinese garden, and the home-staying habit incident to the
great difficulties of travel in this land are doubtless responsible in
part for the trend indicated. The wellnigh universal appreciation
of the aesthetic value of living plants has made it natural that
every home should have some sort of garden. These forces have
been operative in the development of that branch of gardening known
in Chinese .as P'oon Tsui (4kg%) which has its equivalent in the
Japanese Bon-sai, and which we in America call by the rather
homely term, Dish Gardening.

As with the Chinese garden in general, so with the miniature
garden, the central idea is the reproduction in miniature of idealized
landscapes, and the Shek Shaan ( Z{l] )! is the most common type.

" * Contribution from the Department of Biology.
1 Literally, Stone Mountain or Rock Monntain.
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With table plants, the plant is the central feature of ‘interest, and
each sort is so treated as to bring it to its fullest development as
a thing of beauty and a work of art, Here the landscape featurs
is either omitted entirely or reduced to the inclusion of a sing|
stone or even to the judicious culture of a few “weeds” for a by
ground or a screen for the soil. T

ost “popular”, which seem to be able to st.and alzrlost any amot.mt
:)1} neglxe)cz Such a one is the Maan Nin Ts'ing ( "g:,qaﬁ )1 which
"is found as an ornament in practically every Chu.lese hon}e. But
the real fancier of table plants would find !lttle of interest in Maan
" Nin Ts’ing, for it would neither tax his mgem'uty nor repay any
.special treatment. Its virtue lies in its perennial verdure and its
ease of culture. All it requires is a foothold and a constant supply

- The culture of table plants constitutes one of the most charming";._ of water.

and artistic aspects of Chinese horticulture. It is appropriate-to
note here that most commercial gardening in’ China devotes ma 4
emphasis to the cultivation of potted plants which are rented or;
sold for temporary exhibit and to which only & modicum : of i
dividual attention is given. And although most commercial gardens
of any size offer for sale a varying array of speciallyjfreatéd’
specimens which are to be classified as table plants, it is only in'{ }
hands of the individual plant lover in whom the artist and the plah

husbandman are combined that these creations reach their high
perfection. '

Although the table plants grown at Canton are usually not
deciduous, some of the most highly esteeme.d ones are leafless at. the
“time of flowering, and here may be ment.xoned. the peach, apricot,
and apple. Some are grown solely for their fohagg effects, namely,
Maple, Maiden-hair fern, and Polyscias, to mention only a few.
Some plants are especially esteemed for pot culture bef:ause of a
. symbolism which has grown up about thexo'n. What Chinese plant
7 lover does not know that the Pine, the Apr’lcot a'nd tpe Bamboo are
the “Three friends of Winter”? The Pine, hkewnse, sym'bohzes
ongevity; the Bamboo, uprightness. One gartnculan: combm.at_ion
is often assembled as a birthday gift, and besides .mal‘upg a striking
composition affords in the names of the individual pl.ants.
a traditional symbol of the eclassic Chinese brithd?y greeting;
‘Ling Sin Chuk Shau” ( 4 ?‘R% ). Four sge.c'lesuaée &s::.,
and thrive,-are required. It follows that the foliage mus zx;d(e(ach )r?rlr;:e?::maL‘i;g%h?l: i;;)n:%}:};;gg:;z }Sri :"( "&'5 comge;
relatively small to be in keeping with the miniature size-o ng S’E‘ics in ( 7K{lj ) Narcissus; Chuk () comes from T'in
plant. Plants are needed whose foliage retains its freshness rom Shu N 2 S (%,) Lo the o o i
peculiar attractiveness under the rather unfavorable conditions’ ; Chuk (RXt7) Na h’H Ts'ung ( §¥ess ) Podocarpus.
culture which they must endure, R plant now known as Loh Hon Ts'ung ( ZR3ifA

In the selection of the table plant materials, there- is. a - wida®
range of latitude, though certain considerations must: be kept
mind. The limitation of space probably takes precedence. . Thu
plants which are either by nature miniature in size: or -ean e
dwarfed or severely trimmed without losing their ability to-respofi

. ~ 24
The stem of the plant is often the central or dominant featu
of interest, particularly in those specimens where the imitation
rugged tree of great age is to be attempted. And in this:
nection the texture of the bark is important. R

Many plants are selected for table culture chiefly for"

The art of dwarfing is central in a great dea! of the worlg of
able plant and miniature garden production, and it is appropriate
o outline here the chief principles involved.

in other types of gardening one should begin witp, or
aequiAr:, a knowledg};pof the culturz;l lx;e%l.xér:me}:xtzl gf l::::erzg:gg::‘:clgg
striking blossoms, though they ‘may also have value for o 7 plant being dwarfed. Its natura ‘nabitat sho oooC
featuregs. And again, thge' possgssionyof flowers with an attractive: " and maintained as far as possil:.zle, with (}:lert.an; purgﬁ:isgf‘ul (I}‘::;llrz(;lay
and pervading fragrance often leads to the use of plants which havd tions. The plant must be kept in good p J{Slﬁ: con o eraly
little else to recommend them. The final test of a plant’s usefulnet speaking, frequent exposure to dew at HI:E thls I}‘:; ts uniappy by
in this field is its ability to live and thrive and respond under ra . best resglts. It is not sgﬁ'\clent to ma Ke ; 1:p Sich 2 b
exacting conditions. Indeed, here is where the gardener’s. insting " withholding at random this or that r'eqmrlemetr; nte. hooine tont
must be peculiarly alert,” There are many plants with those physical . or shade, moisture or drought, or mineral nutrients,

attributes which make them ideal table plants, but which cany
long endure shade or to which other ‘interior conditions are uncon:: 1 Aglaonema modestum Schott (see p. 131),

: : : i i lucidus.
genial. The gardener must then sense the moment at which: e T?:bli'll)?f Eh,‘,’u’,‘,fﬁe"r”fée?;i%sw ;‘l‘j‘;’;‘:d?%’sbt;,ﬁ? ‘z:ilt'{:;‘:ftléfl i any
Plant must be taken out for the rejuvenating influence °f'5.“°3?“"€ zclanse,ponly dried plants being employed, and these solely for their
breezes, and dew. True, there are some plants, -and - they' are thi _symbolical significance.

e e evwpa At s

P o T U,
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the plant will be dwarfed thereby. Nor is severe tummmg alo
‘sufficient in most cases. In general, confinement of the roots’ is a
central feature of dwarfed treatment. Sometimes: the roots: are
partially exposed to the air. The soil is changed only once in
or three years, at which time judicious pruning of the roots’
practiced. In this way, although necessary mineral elements are
not entirely withheld. from the plant, the supply.of them given'is
rather definitely limited, at least during the dwarfmg period. - ‘In
addition to confinements of the roots, careful pruning of the leaves.:
and branches is practiced, ‘both for dwarfing and for brmgmg the
plant into the desired shape, but the results are not likely to- be
satisfactory if this is done at random. By severe trimming during i
the time of dormancy the stems of some plants may be induced

produce a relative abundance of adventitious branches when they
start to grow again. All of these should be removed while qui

small excepting those which are in exactly the desired posit ns,
These are then caused to grow in the appropriate direction by bend:
ing and tying each young branch in place until its tissues have
hardened sufficiently so that it will remain so. Sometimes branche
are grafted onto the stem in the desired position, and at the app:
priate angle. This expedient is, however, more commonly employ
with the larger productions of commercial gardens. It is apparent.
then, that it is necessary to have in mind from the begmnmg, ‘on
through careful study, the shape or form toward which’ one
striving to bring the plant. One effect of severe pruning’ {& to
reduce the amount of foliage and hence the amount of food elaborat
ed by photosynthesis. This naturally reduces the rate of growth
in the plant and lts total growth in a given season. The dwarfing
of P'o Ts’o (§fj#%)! apparently is accomplished solely by severely -
trimming back the foliage. In pruning woody plants the . roots,
branches, twigs, or foliage may be removed in part, according to
the requirements of the individual case. With bamboos and palms, -
dwarfing is effected chiefly by the premature removal of the sheaths .
which envelop the stems and protect the tender growing tissue above.
the nodes. Apparently, exposure to light hastens the maturing of -
this tissue, thus shortening its period of growth and lessening the
total increase in length during the current season. :

pruning is often important, the chief end being to reduce the amount
of vegetative or leaf-bearing tissue so that the reproductive strucs
tures will be relatively more abundant or larger. Sometimes a part
. of the flower buds are also removed in order to achieve greater
size in those remaining by diverting the full supply of stored food
to fewer flowers. The same applies to fruits. In this
connection, the application of fertilizer is also practiced. Here the
preferences of the individual plants must be studied and the
fertilizer must be applied at exactly the right moment in the
development of the flowers or fruits.

» As has been indicated, the dwarfing of plants is achieved
largely by means of the confining of roots, the trimming and
training of -branches and the regulation of water and mineral
nutrients, but the fine points of the practical application of these
methods can be acquired only by long apprenttceshlp and first
“hand contact with the individual species and varieties in order to
learn their requirements and their responses, since these things
may not be learned entirely from books.

After a consideration of the plant and the manner of bringing
it to perfection as a table specimen, comes the choice of the vessel in
% which to grow it or to exhibit it. Here again, individual attention
and selection are necessary. Ornate pots are_rarely used except
for those plants whose appeal is simple. Regulatlon commercial
" pots are little used, those of individual design being preferred.
Simple shallow oblong earthenware trays are usually preferred, and
those who can afford them use trays carved out of white marble,
especially for plants to be grown in water or in wet culture.

The central idea seems to be to have the pot or tray rather a .
setting for the plant or garden and not a highly ornate object which
will attract attention to itself. Pots of rustic design are often
used to splendid advantage, though the patterns selected by exparts
are always severely simple.

The commonest culture medium is soil, though for some plants
‘only stones and water are employed. When soil is used, it is
usually in the form of dried pond or canal mud which is the
standard potting soil used in China. Occasionally, plants are grown
on sponges with their bases submerged in water. Forms, such as
Acorus (discussed later), which frequent moist habitats, or grow
on spray-drenched rocks, are grown on selected stones of particular
kinds. Bulbous plants, like Narcissus, are often supported in
water culture by massss of smooth clean pebbles or by solitary
rocks of appropriate form. In tray cultures rugged stones are used
as miniature mountains, or to suggest a rocky habitat, and the
combinations worked out are often very effective. The selection

A device commonly used with bamboos to achieve a dwarfed .
appearance is to place the underground rhizome in an upnght
position. This described in full on pages 127, 128.

Other treatments are sometimes necessary in connection wnth;
the perfection of some table plants, particularly with those whose .
chief feature of attraction is the flowers or fruits. Here again,

1 Acorus gramineus Ait. (See p. 130).
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of appropriate stones to set off or enhance the artistic appeal ‘ of
each type of plant is in itself an art. Rocks of particularly

pleasing texture or of classic shape often bring high prices in.thée’
market: : o

There follows here a list of the plants most commonly used
for table culture in Canton. The families are arranged in phylo-
genetic order, but the genera and species under each family
follow the alphabetical sequence. L

After each scientific name, and on the same line, the commonly:
accepted English name?!, if any, is given, followed on the next line
by the Chinese name, its romanization2 and, in some instances, its’
English translation. Where the English name in common use is’
the same as the translation of the Chinese name, it is ot repeated..
Some plants have many common names. In the present paper only:
those are given which are used by the growers of table plants.

Brief notes follow which indicate, in most instances, the.
nativity of each plant, its characteristic features and its particula
adaptability to culture as a table plant.

POLYPODIACEAE

Adiantum sp. MAIDENHAIR FER
g #ge TiT SIN Mone ' WIRE FERN

Only one example of the use of the Maidenhair fern as a table:
plant has come to my attention in Canton. The piece represents
a solitary, rocky island set in the midst of a placid lake and clothed:
in a luxuriant growth of black-stemmed elm-like trees with a
lilliputian fisherman perched on a shaded rock and dangling his-
line in the limpid waters. It is a creation of great beauty and.is’

the work of T'it Shim ( g£i#) the scholarly Abbot of the Temple ;
of the Six Banyan Trees (ASKe%). i

SELAGINELLACEAE

Selaginella uncinata (Desv.) Spreng.
i AIE SIN YAN Ts'0
£ % LUK YuNG Ts'o GREEN YARN WEED

Only occasionally grown alone as a table plant this species:
is sometimes used, and with fine effect, as a soil cover or a:
“garnish” about the bases of rough woody plants or rocks to give
a touch of naturalness. This treatment is well illustrated in the
central tray in Plate '8, Selaginells mollendorfii Hieron. (or S.

SELAGINELLA®
FAIRY WEED

1 In most instances Bailey (1924) is the authority for the English
names cited.

2In the Cantonese dialect, after the system of Cowles.

Y referred to in Chinese classical writings as Shau (3%
' considered as symbolical of longevity. It is one of f.he plants used
" in the “Ling Sin Chuk Shau” combination de§cr1bed elsew:here
(p. 121). Commonly dwarfed for table cu.lture, it also lex.xds 11:9alf
well to topiary work in which the stem is bent and twined ‘into
ious conventional shapes. cis | e
‘g:l:r;ples of it in this form, as well as.the familiar Koo Shue2 form.

Crytomeria japonica (L.f.) D. Don
L&+ HUNG CHEUK TS'UNG

¥ # Lau CH'AAM
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) ] i i hes, i3 sometimes
biformis A. Br.), a form with more upright pra’nc y
. grfown alone, with rocks, under the name Tei P’aak (3i41).

TAXACEAE

Podocarpus macrophyllus (Thunb.) Don

var. Maki Sieb. ' SAIPI;)'FSQC;’}I‘EIS
gwﬁslﬁﬁ Fon Tsone LONGEVITY

Known currently as Loh Hon Ts'ung, this nativc; targg ;:

Most commercial gardens exhibit

PINACEAE

CRYPTOMERIA
PEACOCK PINE
JAPANESE FIR

#ZYAT PoON CH'AAM APANESE FIR

Known in Canton as the Willow Fir and the J apanese Fir, and

in central China as Peacock Pine, this becomes a magnificent tree
in temperate regions.
in Nikko is justly famous.

The memorial avenue of Cryptomeria trees
In the latitude of Canton, howe;re;, this

ted in the ground, and as a table plant it can.be dwarfe very
ﬁli?::l;. 1I'c makges a charming miniature tree, with appropriately
minute foliage, small, pendant cones and rugged trunk.

‘ i in the West
A dwarfed form, var. elegans, Ma.st. is grown in
which, according to Bailey “is characterized by pendqlous branc'}’ies
and somewhat longer leaflets which turn bronzy-red in autumn.

Glyptostrobus pensilis Koch
7K#s SHUI TS'UNG

little known in the wild, this Chinese tree, wl}lch is a clgse
relat?\‘r]: of the North American Swamp Cypress, is a fami}(lag
object in the Canton Delta, where, cqmmonly planted alongddy es,
it constitutes one of the most attractive features of the lan scape.
Grown in all the commercial gardens at Canton as a Koo Shue, it is

WATER PINE

‘ i the translation “Ahern’s Pine”.
T‘l Gmfgiliﬂféllg;v‘?:nci:nt tree”, this is the.Chmese term locally
used for all dwarfed woody plants of tree-like habit.

13
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sometimes dwarfed as a table plant. Its appearance is similar to'
that of the Cryptomeria, though more delicate.

Juniperus chinensis L.

CHINESE ‘JUNIPER
$14A CHAM Ts'UNG!

‘NEEDLE' PINE

This plant is distinguishable from the following Juni'pex"bjf'~

its dimorphic foliage, part of which is of the sharp, needle type,

whence comes its local name. The needle-leaves each Lear a pair

of white lines on their upper surface which give the foliage a gray
appearance. This species dwarfs more satisfactorily than Chue
P’aak, but by reason of its less attractive foliage it is not . 8o;

commonly used as a table plant as the latter. The Chinese J uniper, - %
is, however, nuch used as a pot plant in Canton, and is also. -

commonly planted in the ground in formal Chinese gardens -where
it is usually kept trimmed to a neat conical shape. -
Juniperus sp.

%#) CHUE P’AAKk

This plant - is commonly grown in Canton as .a potted
ornamental. It lends itself only moderately well to dwarfing and
its charm lies chiefly in its soft green, minute foliage which
adheres closely to the branchlets. This is the only one of. the

Junipers that produces flowers and fruits here. The fruits are

small, globular, dark blue berries which are rendered pearly-gray:
by the white “bloom” with which they are covered, and their
fancied resemblance to pearls gives rise to the colloquial name. -

Juniperus sp. (cf. formosana Hayata) FORMOSAN JUNIPER
EINWAN Ts'uNg

A naturally small plant with striking gray-green foliage and
a billowy form, this pretty Juniper is much grown as a pot plant
in Chinese gardens at Canton. It is very attractive as a table
“plant, but is difficult of culture and is not much used for this
specific purpose.

Pinus massoniana Lamb. MASSON’S PINE

[ #4 KoNG Ts'une HiLL PINE

This is the pine which is so commonly planted on the hills’ of
southeastern China. It is used to a certain exfent as a table plant
here, though its needles are too long to make an ideal plant for this
purpose. Specimens of this species for table cultire are usually
dug up from the wild, small plants being selected which are already.

Somewhat stunted and dwarfed by natural adversity. The plants; '

are lifted during the winter; while the terminal buds are. in a
dormant condition, preferably in November. These pines are very.

. 1 Walker, p. 35-7, assigns to this species the local name Chue P’agk,
which properly belongs to the following - form. L L

. PEARL JUNIPER

CLouD PINE -
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difficult to transplant from the ground if thg terminal buds have
begun to push. It is urged also, that it is important to take up

. a considerable ball of earth with the tree so as to leave ._the root.;s
- undisturbed as far as possible. The branches may be trimmed if

necessary and the plants are then set in trays _either singly or, more
rarely, in clumps of three, care being exercl'sed to. arrange them
at an angle which will effectively set off their habit and contour.
Stones of appropriate size and shape are added to the tray to
complete the picture.

The pines are much grown elsewhere as table plants, pgrticu-
larly in Japan, but in general they are considered rather difficult

to handle. The short-leaved species are best for this purpose and
““one sees in Canton, now and then, specimens of a dwarfed, short-

leaved pine under the name Ng Ip Tsung (FHIES ) Five-leaved
Pine, introduced from abroad. :

GRAMINEAE

Although many of the grasses have promise as table plants,
it appears that only the bamboos have.thus .far been gxplonted to
any extent by the Chinese people in this .con'nectton. Many
bamboos are used for dwarfing purposes but lt. is perhaps not
appropriate here to attempt a complete enumeratlf)n of the forms.
which have been observed. It will suffice to mention a few of the
more common and typical ones.

The Chinese bamboos, insofar as they are known, fall naturally
into two groups as regards the nature of their true stems or l:mder-
ground rhizomes. One group, herein refel:red to as .belongmg to
the spreading type, is characterized by ghlzomes.whlch are more
slender than the upright culms and wh.lch are 1ndeterm1qate in
their growth, spreading freely in all directions and sending up
culms at more or less distant intervals. The oth_er group.'herem
referred to as belonging to the clump type, has rhl.zomes wh1cl3 are
very short, thicker than the upright culms, and strictly de:termmate
in their growth, each one curving abruptly upward at its end to
produce a new culm, and forming in aggrega.\te a .dense clump.
The clump type is the more common in the tropics while the spread-
ing type is the more familiar in the temperate zone, though both
occur abundantly in the Canton area.

These two types of bamboo require diﬁ‘eren? treatment.at t}}e
hands of the grower of table plants, the spreading type be}ng, in
general, the more plastic and susceptible of a gre.a_ter van.ety of
treatment. For instance, one favorite methpd of utilizing this tyre
of bamboo as a table plant is to set a section of the uqdergro'un.d
rhizome in an upright or inclined position so that a portion of it is
exposed to the light and air. The part above ground then develops

3 e
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chlorophyll and produces short branches and leaves. The internodes
of the rhizome are quite short, lending a very natural -dwarfed .
appearance to the plant. For this method of treatment a number:
of forms, mostly of the genus Phyllostachys, and collectively:
indicated by the Chinese colloquial name Kan Chuk (BR4E )yvare "

used.

As has been indicated else\vhere; a common practice in the
dwarfing of the culms-of bamboos for table culture is the premature,
removal of the sheaths which clothe and protect the tender,

growing shoots. The bamboos selected for table culture are usually,

ones of naturally small or medium stature, though there are oéca-’

sional exceptions, an exampl@ of which will be given (see Bamb'ugg '

vulgaris Schrad. var. striata Gamble).

Bambusa multiplex Raeusch (B. nana Hort.) DWARF BAMB&Oj
#1 & 7 KooN YAM CHUK GODDESS OF MERCY BAMBO0O

Among the bamboos grown as table plants this is one of the
most popular. Naturally small in stature it vields gracefully to
further dwarfing, and its tiny leaves keep pace in reduction with
the rest of the plant so that the resulting specimen is’ always
properly proportioned. A four-year old specimen in my collection’
is but a foot in height and has leaves the longest of which are only
a little over an inch in length. This bamboo is much used locally
in miniature landscapes. It belongs to the ¢lump type. - o
Bambusa vulgaris Shrad. var. striata Gamble

THAR& 47 TS'ING Sz KAM CHUK GREEN STRIPED GOLDEN BAMB0O

The bright green-and-gold culms of this bamboo have an
attraction’ for the ’Chinegse plant lover which makes it a favorite

ornamental in this part of the country, and few temple grounds ,or ..
parks or gardens of any sizé in southeastern China are without “a

clump or so of Waak Chuk. This is a large bamboo of the clump
type, Whose nativity is uncertain. It is presumably of horticultural
origin. Upon first thought, it would seem strange that a balmboo
whose culms achieve a diameter of three inches or more and.a
height of forty or fifty feet should be used as a table plant. How.
ever, the plant is made into a table specimen by severing, during
the winter, the top of a moderate-sized culin, leaving a portion of
the base a foot or less in height. This stump. is then planted in a
pot or tray at an angle of about forty-five degrees with the sur-
face of the soil and in the spring it sends out leafy branches, and
short, vertical shoots grow out from its base.  The artistic appeal "
of this mutilated plant is unique and pleasing, much finer, in my

opinion than that; of the plant in its natural ‘state, but it cannot:

be kept as a permanent pot culture

GOLDEN BAMBOO ~
PAINTED BAMBOO
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Bambusa sp.
B B4y Far T'o CHUK )
he Goddess of Mercy Bamboo, this is perhaps tl}e 'mgst_
popuﬁfrte:ntl commonly used as a table plant. Its .attractlon lies
‘chiefly in the bizarre nature of its stems. The internodes are
greatly reduced in length and expat'lded laterablly. to form bulbous
‘structures whence comes its colloquial name, which alludes to the
.similarity of the bulging internodes. to the ro.tund b.elly of t!'xe
Laughing Buddha. Naturally small, its stature is consxdex:ably re-
duced by the usual expedients. It is nearly always plantefl in tx:ay§,
.and rugged rocks of columnar form are.used to enhance its artistic
appeal. This bamboo is, like the foregoing, of the clump type.

her bamboo of the genus Phyllostachys?, is algo grown
’local;;nl?:xder this same Chinese name, Fat T’o Chu}f. _It is read}:ly
'distinguished from the foregoing, however, l?y having its l?ranc es
in pairs, (one pair at each node) and by having the spreading type
.of rhizomes. It is only occasionally used as a tablzs plant.

‘Phyllostachys nigra Munro BLACK BAMBOO
B 4 Oo CHUK

‘ Hak CHUK
AT SUEN CHI CHUK

2% % Tsz CHUK

A bamboo of the spreading type which, in it§ native hf)me in
the more temperate parts of China, normally ac.hl.eves a height of
twenty fest or more. In this climate, however, it is ea}sﬂy dwarfed
and its shining black stems lend to it a novelty of peculiar attraction
for the fancier of table plants.’

BLACKWO00D BAMBOO
PURPLE BAMBOO

Phyllostachys quadrangularis Rendle SQUARE BAMBOO
\\. FonG CHUK
874 Sz FoNG CHUK
¢ Partly on account of its rarity in this region (it is very difﬁcplt
4o grow here) and partly on account of the appeal to the curiosity
which its squarish stems afford, this is locally one of the most
‘highly esteemed of the bamboos used as table plants. The leaves
.are characterized by a peculiarly graceful slenderness and the lower
. nodes of ‘the culms are each set with a row ‘of short downward-
*.curving spines; the rhizomes are of the spreafimg typg. The plant
 is ¢ native of the more temperate parts of China, and is apparently
.-¢‘rather common in Szeechwan and Yunnan.

1 Phyllostachys aurea Carriere.

1e~a

S KK SR AT

A B R SR

Gvees L

Pt cath IO

Ao et e

S m S R VIR 1 T

sempant e - e



130 Lingnar Science Journal Vol. 12, Supplement

PALMAE

Rhapis flabelliformis Ait. s

*’E # TSUNG CﬂUK

This is a small, native palm which grows in clumps ordinarily’

several feet in height, but which responds so well t t
veral ‘ o dwarfing that: .
a specimen ten years old may be no more than a foot in heighgt. h?:

is commonly grown alone in a flat tray containing some miniature

shaggy rocks, several stems being allowed to d
cks, evelop from th -
ground rhizomes. Dwarfing is achiey : o e der

by removing prematurely the sheathing leaf bases.
ARACEAE

Acorus gramineus Ait. GRASS-LEAVED SWEETFLAG!

¥ PoTso
AHH SHEK CH'EUNG P'o?

There are at least four varieties of
cultivated here:

1. So Ch'au P’o Ts'o ( #% M i 21X ) the smallest form, with*
tiny, slender leaves about an inch or so in length.

2. Kam T:s'in Ts'o ( 4 4% 5 ) slightly larger than the fore-
going, with somewhat broader, wedge-shaped leaves. .

3. Foo So ( BB ) larger still, with longer, slender leaves,

4. Taai Ip Foo o ( K IR 2% ) the natural species, with.

linear leaves, one-halt inch wide at the b
12 inches in length. © base and 8 to

_According to Mr. Chiu Ho Kung,
achieved by removing all the leaves.
monest practice being to trim it s
are usually grown on rocks,

this native plant commonly-

the dwarfing of this species is-

as they occur in nature forming: ‘
clusters on stones, particularly in places which are ke(:)l;;mcl:ritiiﬁ;‘
wet by spray from some mountain stream. They are fond of wate‘r'
and are asually grown in wet culture. Sand culture has recently
been usefi by Mr._ Chiu with success for the variety known as Foo
So, particularly in respect to avoiding the tip blight which, in

Canton, mars the beauty of the plants during the winter months.

" It is rarely possible to bi'ing in the L ey
., 0 plants from the wild attach--
ed to the original substratum—sometimes the rocks are too'all)(;g,;

1 Since the plant i ive h is riate
for local use thgn “J;;ar:laet:: eS}v}::: tiaas Mame seems more et

Stangard!'zefi Plant Nanncse S 'tflag”, which is the one adopted im
? This is the name used by the rurai- people and by herbalists.

1933

ved by cramping the roots and .

once or twice a year, the com- -
everely in May. These plants. }

e

2
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sometimes not of the shape or composition best suited to their most
artistic treatment, so there arises the problem .of getting them

.established to the stones on which they are to grow in their new

environment. This is accomplished by trimming back the roots
severely- and binding the plant firmly in the desired position and
then partially submerging the rocks in water. As the new roots
are produced they adhere naturally and the bindings are then
-removed. - .

This plant is closely allied to the familiar Sweet Flag, Acorus
calamus L., but is more slender and laeks the peculiar, warm
fragrance which eharacterizes the crushed leaves of the latter.

3

TEN THOUSAND YEARS VERDANT

Aglaonema modestum Schott
P MaaN NIN TS'ING

By its ease of culture and its peremnial verdure this native
plant wins its way into practically every Chinese home whether
here or abroad. Usually grown in a hanging wall-vase, its only
requirement being a constant supply of water, it is very appro-~
priately used as a household ornament by a people who have such’a
deep-rooted love of plants and appreciation of their fundamental
aesthetic appeal. Its very ubiquity, however, seems to blind the
connoisseur of table plants to its beauty, for it is little used here
for table culture.

LILIACEAE

Asparagus officinalis L. ASPARAGUS
2 % Lo SuN
ey Lo SUuN MoNG ASPARAGUS FERN

The ordinary asparagus plant, a native of central Asia, is some-
times dwarfed by growing it in a habitat devoid of food supply
except that stored in its fleshy roots, thus producing a miniature
plant of slender and sparse habit. Grown in water culture with
the fleshy roots hidden in a heap of varicolored pebbles, this makes
a very pretty table plant.

ASPARAGUS FERN
CHICKEN DowN FERN

Asparagus plumosus Baker
MR Kar Yune MoNG

This dwarf variety of the original rampant climbing vine
resembles a tiny tree. Its minute, feathery foliage (really branch-
lets, known botanically as cladodes) is in keeping with its small
stature, and the dwarfed plant makes a very attractive miniature
representation of a tree. The plant is native to southern Africa.
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Cordyline (Taetsia) suffruticosa (L.) Merr.
$& &} T'ir SHuE IRON TREE

This slender, unbz:anched, coarse-leaved, woody member of the

Lily, Family is almost as commonly cultivated in southern China’ ag

the ubiquitous Maan Nin Ts'ing. Perhaps its supposed virtue as a

drug plant may be partly responsible for its popularity, but it has

little beyond its ease of culture to recommend it as a table plant, .
though it is sometimes so used. The red-leaved form is the one

more popularly grown,
AMARYLLIDACEAE

NARCISSUS; CHINESE SACRED LILY
WATER FAIRY FLOWER

Narcissus tazetta L. -
/Kb SHuUI SIN Fa

This classic favorite is one of the most widely cultivated and -

generally loved of the Chinese table plants. It is propagated by

means of bulbs and has the distinction of being grown for three .

years in the ground in preparation for its short flowering period
during which time only is it used as a table plant!. The Narcissus

is variously treated, but the form which probably attracts widest at-

tention is a specially dwarfed one known as Haai Chaau Shui

Sin ( #8 JX/K {ili ) Crab’s Claw Narcissus. The classical com- -
bination *Ling Sin Chuk Shau”, (see p. 121 and pl. 5.) would not

be complete without this plant.

In addition to the natural, single-flowered species (which is
probably a native of eastern China) there is a double-flowered
form, Sheung T’ok Shui Sin ( €& 4£ 7K 4y ) which seems to be the
more commonly used of the two for dwarfing treatment.

IRIDACEAE

Iris japonica Thunb.

g Oo Tip Fa
BYRYE Kaau TsIN LaAN

This rather coarse species from northern China is charming
enough as a border plant or as a cut flower for exhibit in flat bowls,
but has little to recommend it as a table plant. However, it seems
to make a strong appeal to the Chinese plant lover, and onz
occasionally sees trays of it which have been dug up from the
ground for temporary exhibit. :

JAPANESE IRiS
BUTTERFLY FLOWER

1 The culture and forcing of Narcissus in China are fully described
by the writer in a separate paper: The Chinese Sacred Lily, Hong
Kong Naturalist 3 (3-4): 186-193. Dec. 1932.

DRACENA PALM -

B Muk MaA WONG
ScIssors ORCHID . AR
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ORCHIDACEAE

. Cymbidium sp.

B @ MAK Laan

There are cultivated here a great number of slightly differen-
tiated varieties of one or more species of Cymbidium which are
native to this area. These acaulescent, terrestrial plants are
characterized in general by long, narrow, gracefully curving leaves
and tall, slender spikes of flowers of various hues, usually wii.:h
maroon or pale green predominating. Their peculiar appeal Iies. in
the rich fragrance of the flowers, though individual varieties, which
sometimes sell at fabulous prices, seem to be distinguishable only
by certain rather obscure foliage characters. Though the layman
finds the distinctions of these forms difficult to master, the Chinese
connoisseur apparently knows them well and affectionately calls
them by most poetical and ornate names.

These are, properly speaking, not table plants par excelle'fzce
though they are sometimes exhibited as such. Summer flowering
forms are called collectively Ha Laan ( ¥ {4 ) and the autumn
flowering ones Ts’au Laan ( i)

Bletilla striata Rchb. f. (B. hyacinthina (R. Br.))
HYACINTH BLETILLA!

% B Tsz Laawn PURPLE ORCHID

Although hardly recognizable, to the casual observer, as an
orchid, and of little appeal, as it is usually grown in the commerc:ial
gardens, this pretty plant with its slender spikes of delicate purplish
flowers and its broad grass-like foliage is very effectively used here
in combination with other ornamentals, particularly woody forms,
in table culture.

CASUARINACEAE

Casuarina equisetifolia L. BEEFWO0OD?
TREE EPHEDRA

Because of its somewhat tufted, slender green branches, and its
general resemblance to the pines, this plant is sometimes erroneously
called Ma Mei Ts’ung or Horse-tail Pine. The specific name,
equisetifolia alludes to the resemblance of the branches to the stems
of Equisetum. To the Chinese people this character suggests a
likeness to Ephedra, hence the name Muk Ma Wong, Woody Ephedra
or Tree Ephedra.

1 Standardized Plant Names, p. 302,

2 This name alludes to the color of the wood. Other common names
given by Bailey are Australian Pine, South-Sea Ironwood, She-Oak,
Horse-tail-Tree, Mile-Tree.
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_ what akin to that of the American Sycamore (Platanus). In the

4 cover for the soil around other, larger table plants, it is sometimeg °

among which nestles a myri i i i i ’
fong yriad of tiny, inconspicuous browm_sh red

134 Li ~ ; '
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ae Tthls is' an Australian tree, usually attaining a height of some AMARANTHACEAE
foliigeob:(ca;?zrs‘tyt}feet' Its delicate green branches, which act. ag - :
tree very well eto :;‘:’ue fleglve? are reduced to mere scales, fit this - .. Celosia argentea L., var. cristata Kuntze FEATHER COCKSCOMB!
: arf habit, but its stems and woody branches .- #2533 Sur KooN. Fa v TASSEL CREST FLOWER

do not respond as well to warpi i
! Y rping and bending as th
conifers. Muk Ma Wong is not commonly used as a tableo;?a:{, tt:::: o

I have szen o s g 1 ) »
Ho Kung, ne very striking specimen in the collection of Mr. Chiu

. Normally a large, coarse plant, with a rather weedy appearance,
f: this form is reduced to a most charming dwarf when the seeds
".-are planted during the winter at this latitude. Brought into
I-  flower in the late winter months it is a tiny thing only a few inches
" high, topped with miniature plumes of bright red or golden yellow
flowers. .It is suited either to exhibit alone in a small pot, or to
being included in a miniature lanscape as a tiny herbaceous flower
_ under dwarfed trees.

ul ol ULMACEAE
mus parvifolia Jacquin At
W K Ut Swus e e

A native of northern China, this speci i :
lina, pecies of elm is distingui
from all others by the peculiarity of shedding its bark in il‘gr:lgsu];ig

patches which gives to the trunk a very bizarre appearance, some- - The well-known form called Cockatotm, o oty et

E) though much grown locally as a pot plant and for cutting, is
used little, if at all, as a table plant.

RANUNCULACEAE

Peonia suffruticosa Andr. (P. mautan Sims) SHRUBBY PEONY?
4% . JF+ MaAu TAAN
F#&E Foo Yune Fa FLOWER OF RICHES AND HONOR

:lrx:l ﬂi:wnt:;ygawrdﬁn; att (l;Janton it is always grown in pots as a dwarf,
ell be taken as a representative t f ue. as;

far as southern China is con Inuter atiractiye a8
L ¢ C cerned. Its minute, attractive.foliage’
angi its physiological response suit it admirably t:) dwarﬁ:xge'f:l(;ai%s
unique bark pattern adds to its interest as a table plant. ’ -

. MORACEAE
Ficus retusa L.

u BASTARD BANYAN
#IESE  Sa1Ip Yune SMALL-LEAVED BANYAN

Familiar here as a great tree with spreading branches ‘whose .

dense, dark green foliage gives grateful shade in summer, -thig

plant yields itself most gracefull ‘

4 y to dwarfi i -one
?f t.he most delightful miniature plants. e ritutes one
its irregular trunk, which can be trained

A native of northern China, this beautiful ornamental does not
long survive the conditions prevailing at Canton. Nevertheless it
is brought here in quantity every year by men from Shantung
province. The plants, which are about a foot to 16 inches in height,
- are coated with thin mud and packed in large wicker baskets.

Upon their arrival, about the first of December, they are potted in

pond mud, always in the green glazed ornamental pots and never
in the common unglazed ones used for ordinary plants. They are
cared for entirely by the men who bring them here for sale, and
.the attention bestowed upon them is considerable, involving the
e removal of dead stem tips, the thinning of the buds so as to
produce large blossoms, judicious watering, and protection from
drying north winds. The aim is to bring them into flowering for
the Chinese New Year market. The magnificent pink, red, and
white double flowers are very short-lived, and when the petals have
fallen the plants are discarded, since they soon die in any case, for
efforts to keep them over until another year only end in failure.

) URTICACEAE
Pilea microphylla Leibm. '
B CHAN CHUE TS PEARLF‘;EED

Although a common weed to most i ity

) : eed persons, this littl s
;vhx:]? occurs as.a wild native in this region, is highly egterg:lgg
Y the grower of table plants. Commonly used as background op*

grown alone for the delicate charm of its microscopic foliage
. e

1 Standard Plant Names, p. 73. L
2 Bailey (1924) p. 286, gives the name Tree Peony, but the specific
name, suffruticosa, and the small stature of the plant suggest Shrubby

. .
Standardized Plant Names, p. 518, gives “Chinese Elm”, Peony as a preferable cognomen.
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This is a very high-priced flower, selling usually at about one
dollar per blossom. The Peony is much prized as a table plang,

not only for its gorgeous flowers, but for its deeply cut, delicately

tinted young foliage which is usually more or less in evidence ‘at
the flowering time.

Peonia albiflora Pallas

CHINESE PEONY!
Zj 4 CHEUK YEUK

Also a native of northern China, this herbaceous sister of the

Maau Taan is occasionally seen here under the name Cheuk Yuek
by which the commoner plant, Dahlia, is also known in the Can-.
tonese dialect. Much grown by our grandmothers in America as.
a garden flower, this plant is less highly esteemed here as a table
plant than the foregoing.

BERBERIDACEAE

Nandina domestica Thunb.
# T'IN CHUK
K#4r T'IN NaaMm CHUK

This native shrub is a favorite with Chinese gardeners as with '
plant lovers in the West. It is naturally a small shrub (up to -6
feet), with upright, unbranched stems bearing crowns of compound
leaves whose tiny leaflets turn bronzy-red in autumn. The rather
Stiff panicles of red berries are its crowning glory. Nandina as a

NANDINA
HEAVENLY BAMBO0O-

table plant is commonly used in the “Ling Sin Chuk Shau” combina-\" :

tion described elsewhere (see p. 121)

CRASSULACEAE

Sedum sp. STONECROP
%Al Wol CHEUK LEI SPARROW’S TONGUE?
x

Like most plants which are much grown because they require .
no care this little fleshy, prostrate immigrant is considered as g
table plant only by virtue of its occasional use as a soil cover or

otherwise as an adjunct in the completing of a table piece. It does
not flower here. .

SAXIFRAGACEAE

Saxifrage sarmentosa L. SAXIFRAGE; STRAWBERRY GERANIUM -*
&HH¥EH Kam SIN Tiv Foo YUNG ‘

This little herbaceous plant, which is native to this region,
is sufficiently tiny without dwarfing to be suited to table culture,
though it is so common and so rapid growing, even under adverse .

1 Standardized Plant Names, p. 342.
?1In allusion to the shape of the leaves.

. Prunus persica (L.) Stokes

‘Bt 2% ToFa
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conditions, that it does not make any special appeal to the table
plant fancier. It is characterized by small, round, frilled, hairy,
white-veined leaves which occur in dense rosettes, and by tha
thread-like runners which root at their tips to produce new p]a}nts.
The tall, slender flower stalks bear aloft an airy cluster of delicate
blossoms, like tiny white-winged butterflies.

ROSACEAE

Prunus mume S. & 2. JAPANESE APRICOT!

# 7 MurFa

Of this we have at Canton about a dozen varieties cultiva.ted
for their fruits and two or three double-flowered forms, ranging
in color from white to red.

PEACK

In addition to two or three rather inferior fruiting varieties
of:peach cultivated in this area we have three exquisitg double-
flowered forms: the white Paak Pik T'o (g &ERL), the pink Shau
Tai T’o (ggkHEk ), and the red Fei T'o ( gkk).

Plants of these two native species of Prunus are fami!iar in
many parts of China as fruit trees, but they are alsg favon?es' as
flowering plants, particularly in their double-ﬂowgrl.ng_vanetles.
They lose their leaves in winter and so have a peculiar charm as

their beautiful, double blossoms spring out from their naked brown
i

branches. For table culture they are always dwarfed, to Vyhich
treatment they lend themselves well, taking natural.ly the s.oh:cary.
angular habit of branch and trunk so familiar in Chinese paintings.

Pyrus spectabilis Ait. CHINESE FLOWERING APPLE
## 4 Hol T'oNG

A deciduous Chinese shrub, probably of horticultural origin, -

this plant is apparently less at home here.than in more temperatz
regions. It yields itself gracefully to topiary work,.h'owever, andv
is highly esteemed here as a table plant. Its exquisite coral-red
buds and flame-pink flowers are of startling beauty.

Rosa sp.

#H ¥ YEUNG Mur Kwal FOREIGN ROSF.

The roses, as a group, are little used as table plantg, but this
one species, which is rather commonly cultivated, particularly at

1 Although this tree is native to China, it is called in Western
countries thcgJ apanese Apricot because it first became known to science

through specimens collected in Japan. The specific name mume is based

on the Japanese colloquial name of the plant.

/8
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Loh Kong Tung, for its petals which are used to flavor confect'i'ons.
is admirably suited to a certain method of treatment. Both its
pale green foliage and its pink blossoms give off an attractive fra-
grance, and the lax habit of the plant lends to it a charm unusual
among the roses found here.

LEGUMINOSAE

Cassia glauca Lam.
% 1 WoNG Waal

Normally a tree twenty feet or more in height, this introduced
plant is sometimes dwarfed for table culture. Although it has
no special merits, its pinnate foliage and clusters of golden yellow
flowers are pleasing enough.

RUTACEAE

Citrus spp.
L KAaM KwaT Lur

While not properly classified as table plants, specimens of the"
common species and-varieties of Citrus are often exhibited for the
beauty and fragrance of their flowers and the colorful charm of
their fruits. Those most commonly used as table plants are:

Ch’aang—Orange—Citrus sinensis Osbeck

#
#kpp¥s Chue Sha Kat—Red Kat-—Citrus erythrosa (Hort.) Tanaka

Fat Shau—Buddha’'s Hand—Citrus medica L., var, -
sarcodactylus Swingle :

¥ M Luk Yau—Pumelo—Citrus grandis Osbeck

mUZFEE Sz Kwai Kat—Four-Season Kat—Citrus microcarpe
Bunge (C. mitis Bleo.)

Fortunella margarita Swingle
& k% KaMm Kwar

The abundant bright yellow fruits of this pretty Chinese plant
persist throughout a long szason and chiefly for its ornamental
valug, though partly for the fragrant flowers, the Kumquat is much
grown here as a pot plant for display purposes. An occasional
specimen is seen in collections of table plants.

MALPIGHIACEAE

Malpighia coccigera L.
gl 4 SHAAN CH'A

OvaL KUMQUAT

HoLLY MALPIGHIA!
MOUNTAIN TEA

China is indebted to tropical America for this very attractive -

little shrub. It has an open habit and its long, slender branches

are covered with small, spiny-edged, shiny, crinkled, holly-like leaves.

1 Standardized Plant Names, p. 277.

W

twice a year in this area.

This plant is commonly used here for topiary work, being
is also sometimes dwarfed for table plant culture.

EUPHORBIACEAE

Phyllanthus cinerascens H. & A.
¥ A Kaak Muxk

This little four-foot shrub grows wild all about Canton, but:
familiarity seems to detract not ene whit from the esteem in which
it is held as a table plant. Although little grown as a border plant,
it should be so used. When given fertile soil it becomes a perfect
fountain of verdure, made up of a multitude of slender drooping
branches bearing small leaves set at jaunty angles. In the hands
of the grower of table plants, however, it shrinks into a tiny-leaved.
dwarf less then a foot in height and takes on the angular habit

characteristic of ancient trees. On dark days and at night tha
leaves lie flat along the stems.

BUXACEAE

Buxus sempervirens L. var. nana? Box'

T4k TS'IN NIN Al THOUSAND YEAR DWARF
| #; WonNG YEUNG

o Of_ uncertain origin, this diminutive form with very tiny leaves
is admirably suited to culture as a dwarfed table plant, for which.
purpose it is much used here. Most miniature landscapes, known

. locally as Shek Shaan (5 {l}), bear one to several specimens of this
- little plant. -

ACERACEAE
Acer sp. (cf. A. palmatum Thunb.)

4 # FuNc SHUE

Occasional specimens of this introduced species are seen hare

in flower gardens and in collections of table plants. Its charm lies
in the colorful, dissected leaves.

THEACEAE

JAPANESE MAPLE

Camellia japonica L. CAMELLIA
% I CHA FA TEA Flower
_ A.lllz.}'m'ough its leaves are too large for an ideal dwarf plant,
the dark green and very shiny foliage affords a spiendid back-
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Its delicate, faintly tinted, fragrant flowers are sparingly produced.

trained into various conventional shapes for the formal garden, and

18
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ground for the beautiful solitary, red or white, double, wax-like
flowers for which the plant is chiefly esteemed.

A smaller leaved variety with single, red flowers is occasionally

seen here. -

PUNICACEAE

Punica granatum L.

POMEGRANATE
K BH# FoH SHEK LAu L.

The dwarfed form of this common plant, a native of southern' -

Asia, is highly esteemed as a table plant, and is sometimes -called

locally Tsin Faan Shek Lau ( 2 #% 5 #% ). It is favored for its. :

orange-red flowers and its large, attractive fruits which become
red upon ripening. .

ARALIACEAE
Polyscias fruticosa Harmst
% 2t YEUNG SHAM

This little semi-woody plant makes a pretty miniature tree
nicely suited to table culture. Its trunk is unbranched, as least
when young, and the rather fleshy leaf stems, each drooping under

its load of delicate, laciniate leaflets, simulate perfectly the branches

-of a majestic tree.
majestic tree.

ERICACEAE

Rhododendron spp.
# it To Kuen

The Azaleas are greatly favored as table plants on account of -
the brilliant color and abundance of their flowers, and their long -

blooming season. Usually being of a twiggy habit, the forms
.common here do not lend themselves well to the treatment, so dear
to the heart of the Chinese artist, in which solitary, angular or
gnarled branches and trunks are conspicuous features.

OLEACEAE

Jasminum sambac Soland.

2E #j Moot LE1
& #j Muk L

A double-flowered variety of this native of India is’commonly:

ARABIAN. JASMINE

cultivated in certain areas of southeastern China for its fragrant’

1 Although I have never observed this plant in flower, its vegé,ta ve
.characters would seem to place it here. ’ :

AZALEAS
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blossoms which are much used to perfume tea leaves. It has a

rather awkward habit but experts are able to make a passable
specimen of it for table culture, and what it lacks in grace it makes
up in the lovely aroma suffused by its pearl-like white flowers.

Other species of this genus are also occasionally used as table
plants, for example, Paak Fa So Hing ( giE3%).

RUBIACEAE

Damnacanthus indica L.

B # Foo Tsz

This is a charming natural dwarf characterized by small,
shining leaves and gnarled, thorny branches which exhibit the

TIGER THORN

. foliage in spreading layers at various levels. It makes an ideal
-~ tree for miniature landscapes, and its tiny white flowers add to

its interest as a table plant. It is a native of Fukien, growing
wild along moist river banks.!

SINGLE-FLOWERED GARDENIA OR
CAPE-JASMINE

Gardenia jasminoides Ellis

CH1 Tsz
KiEE: SHUI WAANG CHI

A common wild shrub found abundantly in southern China
along open water courses and mountain ravines where its favorite
habitat is among the stones and in rock crevices. Irregular water
supply and lack of rich soil dwarf it naturally, and the collecting
of these gnarled crooked plants from the wild for sale on the streets
constitutes a considerable industry around Canton.

This plant is a great favorite for water culture and is almost
as commonly found as a house plant, in southern China at least, as
‘Maan Nin Ts’ing. It is an interesting and attractive plant, with
deep green, glossy foliage. When grown in the soil it preduces
pretty waxy-whitée flowers of rich fragrance and these are followed
‘by fruits which are five-ridged like little carambolas. Plants grown
in water-culture, however, produce no flowers. The fruits yield
a yellow or orange-colored dye commonly used here for coloring
‘bean curd.!

1 Fide Dr. F. P. Metcalf, Curator of Herbarium, Lingnan Natural

History Survey and Museum.

2 Wild plants are usually the source of the fruits used in the trade,
though a few plants are grown at Sha Naam village # {#, near Canton,

- for this purpose.
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Chrysanthemum morifolium Ram!.  FLORISTS' CHRYSANTHEMUM
% 3 Kux Fa

The Chrysanthemum is grown here in pot culture in great
" variety as to habit, flower form and color, and shape of leaf. As
found in commercial gardens the individual branches are staked up
to support the heavy flowers, but this treatment detracts greatly
. from the natural grace of the plant. It is not commonly dwarfed,
" but for use as a table plant proper it is usually not staked up so
stiffly, the stems being allowed greater freedom to express their
# natural habit. Their artistic appeal is often heightened by ex-
posing the plants to lateral illumination during their growth, which
results in giving them a graceful downward sweep to one side.

Gardenia jasminoides Ellis var. DWARF CAPE-JASMINE
2j ¢ CHEUK SHIM :

While possessing all of the charm of the familiar Cape-jasmine,.
whose gleaming foliage and wax-like fragrant flowers make it a
favorite the world over, this little plant is naturally of the correct
stature and habit for table culture. It is usually not more than. .
ten inches in height. S

There is another dwarf form with variegated leaves, called Kam
Pin Cheuk Shim (&-38%4f), which does not flower in Canton.
Though presumably native here, no record of their occurrence in. .
the wild is available, and quite possibly both these forms are of ..
horticultural origin. For some reason the latter is not commonly "
seen as a table plant, though it is familiar enough in commercial *
gardens. S

Serissa foetida Lam, o
#%FE MooN T'IN SING FULL-OF-STARS

A wild plant, common in this area, of naturally small stature
(2 ft.), delicate branching habit, and tiny leaves, this species is -
ideally suited to certain types of topiary work, particularly where
weaving of the branches is involved. Although its deciduous habit -
is against it, leaving it bare in winter, it is redeemed during its
flourishing season by the attractive minute foliage which sets off
a starry host of equally minute, white flowers. Its colloquial name:
might appropriately be rendered “Galaxy-of-stars”. :

Randia chinensis (Thunb.) Bl
It} SHAAN SHEK Lavu

A native, spiny shrub of straggly habit, this plant would seenr
at first glance to have little to recommend it as an ornamental. It
dwarfs well, however, and is good for topiary work. Moreover, its
pure white flowers, which, upon aging, turn a rich cream tint, and.
its fruits which by their shape are suggestive of diminutive pome-
granates, are features which help gain a place for this species in.
most collections of table plants. ‘

Taraxacum officinale L. DANDELION
fiidH% P'o Kung YING
& Kam CHAAN Ts'o GOLDEN SAUCER WEED

It would amuse the average Westerner to see this despoiler of
American lawns tenderly nursed in pots and cherished as an or-
. namental! But there is no denying the beauty of its slender,
;- laciniate leaves and its rich orange or yellow disks of flowers. (And
have we forgotten the fascination which the fluffy, floating para-
¢thutes of the globular fruiting heads held for us as children!)
I suspect that, to some, this plant, when in the height .of its
flowering and fruiting, has more aesthetic appeal than the coarser
Calendula which is a favorite in the West. However that may be,
one often sees this common ‘“weed” among table plants at Canton.

Accessory Table Plants

In the collections of table plant fanciers of more modernistic
aesthetic sense one sometimes sees examples of common vegetables
very effectively used. They are reminders of the beauty that
often lurks in common things. Particularly arresting are the
gleaming white petioles of Paak Ts’0oi and the purple or pale green
globes of Kohl Rabi®*. Common Parsleyt makes a very attractive
table plant, as Mr. Chiu Ho Kung has demonstrated.

G
b

COMPOSITAE A number of wild plants, some' of which occur naturally as
Chrysanthemum indicum L. MOTHER CHRYS ANTHEMU#, weeds in flower pots, are either planted, or encouraged, or suffered
5484 Lo PIN Kuk ROADSIDE CHRYSANTHEMUM . _to remain in the pots or trays of table plants. These are not to

This is the native wild chrysanthemum, with small, goldesm
yellow, single flowers and a graceful lax habit. As a table plant
its size is reduced somewhat as compared with its natural luxuriant
growth, but its innate charm is not lost. o

-+ 1 Bailey (1924) p. 758, says of this: “Supposedly of Chinese origin,
g~ but the original species from which it may have come undetermined:
j¢. perhaps it has admixture of C. indicum L.” -

5 2 (8 ) Brassica chinensis L. (Cruciferae).

T 3 Kaai Laan T’au ( 3F @ B ) Brassica caulorapa Pasq.
1 Standardized Plant Names, p. 80.

¢

be thought of as weeds, but must be considered as definite adjuncts e

$ Uen Sai ( 3¢ %) Petrosclinum hortense -Hoffm. (Umbelliferae).
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to the treatment of table plants as practiced by Chinese connoiseurs: .
Properly used, these often enhance greatly the natural appearance . FUNG SHUE (# #§ ) Acer sp. cf. A. palmatum
or the aesthetic appeal of the pieces in question, and it is surprising S Thunb.) P. 139
to see how commonly they appear. There follows a list of some, . HA:LAAN ( & @ ) Cymbidium sp. p. 133
of the wild plants most frequently observed in this connection.. o HAX CHUK (B #) Phyuostdchys nigra Munro  p. 129
Chan Chue Ts’o (Bgk#%) Pilea microphylla Leibm. (Urtic)aceae) _:' Hor T'6NG ( # 3£ ) Pyrus spectabilis Ait. p. 137
Chuk Tsit Ts'o X)) Commelina s Commelinaceae . fl 4 4 :
Suen Mei Ts'o gggﬁi) Ocalis rfpenf T(hunb (Oxalidaceae) . . Hvkc CHEUK TS'UNG ( L& ) Crypttinlz)e::lt.z japonica (L. f.) o 195
T'ong Kot Ts'oi (F#AL) Nastfz;:i::c)m montanum Wall. (Cruci- KAAI LAAN AU ( JRgIE ) Brassic canlorap Pasq, P 143
. . ] ¥ Kaax Muk ( # K ) Phyllanthus cinerascens
Ts'in Koon Ts’o ( 4[| IY) Plantago major L. (Plant«:igmaceae) : H. & A. p. 139
Peperomia pellucida HBK (Piperaceae) : KAAU TSIN LAAN  ( @%8Yi§ ) Iris japonica Thunb. p. 132
For the convenience of those who may not be familiar with . KA1 KooN Fa ( $FIE ) Celosia argentea L. p. 135
the botanical names of the plants discussed, an alphabetical finding KAl YUNG MONG ( BL#%cE ) Asparagus plumosus Baker p. 131
list of the romanized names is here provided. . \
! : K'}M CHAAN Tso ( &R ) Tarazacum officinale L. p. 143
CH'A Fa ( 2% I ) Camellia japonica L. . 139 " KAM KwarT ( & # ) Fortunells margarita Swingle p. 138
CH'AANG ( #% ) Citrus sinensis Osbeck p. 138 ;‘ KaM PIN CHEUK SHIM( {8 %18) Gardenia jasminoides Ellia
CHAM TS'UNG ( 8+ # ) Juniperus chinensis L. p. 126 var, p. 142
CHAN CHUE TS0 ( B2FX ) Pilea microphylla Leibm, P. 134 : KAM SIN T10 Foo YUNG( 28R %R) Saxifrage sarmentosa L. p. 136
CHEUK SHIM ( % ] ) Gardenia jasminoides Ellis » Kam TS'IN Ts'0 ( A88% ) Acorus gramineus Ait. p. 130
var. D. 142 KAN CHuUk ( 8 % ) Phyllostachys spp. P. 1928
CHEUK YEUK (& &8 ) Paeonia albiflora Pallas P. 136 - KONG TS'UNG ( ¥ ¥ ) Pinus massoniana Lamb. p. 196
CHI Tsz ( ¥ F ) Gardenia jasminoides Ellis p. 141 KooN YAM CHuk - C B4 ) Bambusa multiplexz Raeusch
CHUE P’AAk ( % # ) Juniperus sp. - P. 126 (B..nana Hort.) p. 128
CHUE SuHA KaT C Kitpks ) Citrus erythrosa (Hort.) S Kuk Fa (& & ) Chrysanthemum morifolium
Tanaka p. 138 Ram, D. 148
FAT SHAU ( #8 F ) Citrus medica L., var. sar- LAu CH'AAM ( ¥ # ) Cryptomeria japonica (L. £.)
codactylus Swingle p. 138" ' D. Don. P 125
Far T'0 CHUK ( A4+ ) Bambusa sp. P:199 Ling CHi ( 38 # ) Polyporus lucidus ? p. 121
FoH SHEK LAu ( RAK ) Punica granatum L. . P 140 Lo PIN Kuk ( ¥&iB% ) Chrysanthemum indicum L. P. 149
FoNG CHuk ( 5 4 ) Phyllostachys quadrangularis » j: Lo SUN ( B % ) Asparagus officinalis L. p. 131
Rendle . p- 129, 1o SUN MonNg ( BA5¢E ) Asparagus officinalis L. p. 131
Foo So (B 5% ) Acorus gramineus Ait. ~ P.130 Lox HoN Ts'UNG ( #EVLky ) Podocarpus macrophyllus
Foo Ts'z ¢ B ¥ ) Damnacanthus indice L. p. 141° (Thunb.) Don var. Maki
Foo Yung Fa ( X4 ) Paeonia suffruticosa Andr. p. 135 Sieb. p. 125
: LUk Yau ( #& Mh ) Citrus grandis Osbeck p. 138
1 Common Plantain, LUK YunG Ts’o ( #83E ) Selaginella uncinata (Desv.)

Spreng. p. 124
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MAX LAAN

MAAN NIN TS'ING
MaAu TAAN
MooN T'IN SING
Moor LEl

Mur Fa

Muk Lex

Mux Ma WoNg:
NG Ir TS'UNG
00 CHUK

0o Tip Fa

PAAK FA So Hing
PaAk Ts'or

P’0 KunG YING
P’o Tso

Sar Ir Yune
SHAAN CH'A
SHAAN SHEK Lau
SHAU '

SHEK CH’EUNG P’0
SHUI SIN FA
SHUI Ts'UNG
SHUI WAANG CHI.
SIN YAN Ts'’o

So CHAU P’o TS’
SUEN CHI CHUK ..
Sut KooN Fa

Sz FoNG CHUK

Sz Kwar KAT
Taar IP Foo So
TEI P’AAK

(2 ) Cymbidium sp.

( 15%E7F ) Aglaonema modestum Schott p. 131 7
( % 9% ) Paeonia suffruticosa Andr.
( KR ) Serissa foetida Lam,
C % # ) Jasminum sambac Soland.
( ¥ I ) Prunus mume S. & Z.
( & #H ) Jasminum sambae Soland.
( KKK ) Casuarina equisetifolia L.
( REH: ) Pinus sp. ’
(B % ) Phyliostachys nigra Munro
( 8y ) Iris japonica Thunb.
(BEFR) Jasminum sp. ‘
( B %% ) Brassica chinensis L. . 14
( {8 % ) Tarazacum officinale L. p. 143
( #f %) Acorus gramineus Ait. r. _190
( #MIEMR ) Ficus retusa L. p. }34
( W1 2% ) Malpighia coccigera L. P13
( 1B )Y Randia chinensis(Thunb.) Bl p. 149
( % ) Podocarpus macrophyllus '
(Thunb.) Don var.
Maki Sieb. p. 125
( BE ) Acorus gramineus Ait. p. 190
( KAt ) Narcissus tazetta L. . 132

( 7&K ¥ ) Glyptostrobus pensilis Koch :

( AKi&ds ) Gardenia jasminoides Ellis

( MhAE ) Selaginella uncinata (Desv.)
Spreng. ' i

(BN BHL) Acorus gramineus Ait.

( ®eBi4r ) Phyllostachys nigre Munro .
( §&5E1E ) Celosia ergentea L. var. -

cristata Kuntze

1938

. 138

p-

C WJ5¢F ) Phyllostachys quadrangularis L

Rendle
( ®mPH5 ) Citrus microcarpa Bunge
CRIEPES]) Acorus gramineus Ait.

( H #1 ) Selaginelle moellendorfii
Hieron.

- WAN TS'UNG

. WoH CHEUK LEI

YAT PooN CH’AAM

TSUNG CHUK
Tsz CHUK
Tsz LAAN
UE SHUE
UEN SA1
WaAk CHuk

[ YEUNG MUt Kwal
fii YEUuNG SHAM

AN A AAAAAA
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T'IN CHUK" ( K 47 ) Nandine domestica Thunb. . 138
T'IN NAAM CHUX  ( K& #%r ) Nandine domestica Thunb. p. 136
T'IT SHUE ( 8 B} ) Taetsia (Cordyline) fruti-
cose (L.) Merr. P. 132
_T'1r SIN MoNG ( $iigies ) Adiantum sp. p. 124
T'0 Fa ( ¥ & ) Prunus persica (L.) Stokes p. 137
To KUEN ( ¥k §8 ) Rhododendron spp. P. 140
TS’AU LAAN (% ¥ ) Cymbidium sp. P. 133
TsIN FAAN SHEK LAU( BR8] ) Punica granatum L. P. 140
TSIN NIN Al ( F4£%& ) Bambusa vulgaris Schrad. var.
nana P. 139
TS'ING Sz KAM CHUK (3 £:27) Bambusa vulgaris Schrad. var.

striata Gamble p 128

FE 9 ) Rhapis flabelliformis Ait. p. 130
# % ) Phyllostachys nigra Munro. p. 129
% 4 ) Bletilla striata Rchb. f. p. 133
B B ) Ulmus parvifolia Jacquin P. 134
3 3 ) Petrogelinum hortense Hffm. p. 143
# Y% ) Bambusa vulgaris Shrad. var.
striata Gamble P- 128
2 ¥y ) Juniperus sp. (cf. J. formo-
sana Hayata) p. 126
KAL) ) Sedum sp. p. 136
] M4 ) Cassia glauca Lam. p. 138
¥ # ) Buxus sempervirens L. var. v
nana p. 139
BAk ) Cryptomeria japonica (L. f.) .
D. Don. P. 125
( #EH ) Rosa sp. P- 187
¢ B & ) Polyscias fruticose Harms p. 140 _

The information herein recordéd has been derived chiefly at :

Canton. The writ

The botanical

 first hand from Chinese gardeners and table plant fanciers at .

er is aware of a deep indebtédness, in this con- -

nection, to that scholarly and artistic gentleman, Mr. Ch’iu Ho '
Kung ( #f#%7" ) who is a recognized master of the art of painting
in the classical style and whose table plant creations have given
pleasure to many thousands of plant lovers here.

names used have been taken for the most part

from specimens in the Lingnan University Herbarium, most of
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Wwhich were determined by Dr. E. D. Merrill. Occasional ones are’
based on the literature cited. Prof. G. W. Groff lent assistance on RS
certain of the forms of -Citrus. g
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For further information on many of the species here dealt with L
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Walker, E, H. . o
1928, Fifty-one Ornamental trees of the Lingnan University compus,
Ling. Sci. Jour. 6 (1 &2): 1-178. Each species is illustrated, -+ *

Explanation of Plates

Plate 4. Partial view of an exhibit of table plants at -the
Temple of the Six Banyan Trees, Canton. The plants shown are!
Waak Chuk (Bambuse vulgaris Schrad. var striata Gamble), Kuk .
Fa (Chrysanthemum morifolium Ram.), Foo So (Acorus gramineus
Ait.), Fat T'0 Chuk (Bambusa sp.), Kong Ts'ung (Pinus mas-
soniana Lamb.), and Lo Pin Kuk (Chrysanthemum, indicum L.).

Plate 5. Left: dwarfed specimen of double-flowered ‘Shui Sin’:
(Nareissus tazetta L.); right: the classic birthday greeting com-
‘bination described on page 5. The plants are: Loh Hon Tsung
(Podocarpus macrophyllus (Thunb.) Don var. Maki Sieb.); Shui
Sin (Nareissus tazetta L.), T'in Chuk (Nandina domestica Thunb.) .4
and Ling Chi (Polyporus lucidus (?)). L

Plate 6. Chue P’aak (Juniperus sp.), Kaak Muk (Phyllanthus -
cinerascens H. & A.), and So Chau P’o Ts’o (Acorus gramineus
Ait.) _ S

Plate 7. Muk Ma Wong (Casuarina equisetifolia L.) and .
single-flowered Shui Sin (Narcissus tazetta L.). '

Plate 8. Above: Foo So and P'o Tso; below: Kam Ts'in Ts'o - B
and Foo So (all varieties of Acorus gramineus Ait.).

v

.

1 Here,

and in the following captions, -the plants are named from
left to right.
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Plate 9. T'ok Chuk (an unidentified species) illustrating the
method of simulating dwarfing in bamboos described on page 19,
and Oo Chuk (Phyllostachys nigra Munro).

Plate 10. Waak Chuk (Bambusa vulgaris Schrad. var. striata
Gamble) and Koon Yam Chuk (Bambusa multiplex Raeusch).

ate 11. Dwarfed double-flowered Shui Sin (Narcissus
taze:tl;cl:, L.); Ts’z Laan (Bletilla striata Rchb. f.) a'nd Maau :I‘aan
(Paeonia suffruticose Andr.), with Sin Yan .Tso. (Selaginella
uncinata (Desv.) Spreng.) at its base; Kam Sin Tin Fo Yung
(Saxifrage sarmentosa L.).

Plate 12. Lower left: P’o Tso (Acorus gramineus Ait.),
upper left: Cheuk Yeuk (Paeonia albiflora .Pallas), .then Tsung
Chuk (Rhapis flabelliformis Ait.), and Shui Sin (Narcissus tazetta
L).

Plate 13. Cham Ts'ung (Juniperus chinensig L:), Shui‘ Sin
(Narcissus tazetta L.), and Ue Shue (Ulmus parvifolia Jacquin).
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